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896,451 persons, excluding the counties of Cheshire, Durham
and Monmouth1. To appreciate the full significance of
these figures we must add that the total for 1381 represents
the returns as afterwards revised by the commissioners. The
original returns for 1381 made by the first collectors have
not been printed ; without question they would reveal a still
more striking disparity between the years 1377 and 1381.
This is proved by the figures for Suffolk; the number
assessed in 1377 was 58,610 and the revised number for 1381
was 44,635, but the first return for the latter year was 31,734,
thus disclosing an original difference of nearly 27,0002. The
Government, which had been tricked on a lavish scale, ?
appointed commissioners to institute an inquiry and inflict
penalties on defaulters. The undertaking was hazardous in
view of the large numbers incriminated ; it proved to be the
spark which set the whole country in a conflagration.
Apart from political grievances, social unrest was the Social
dominant note of the age. The economic crisis weakened unresi'
the popular attachment to custom and tradition, and left
the minds of men disturbed and inflamed, eagerly receptive
of the doctrines which Ball and his fellow-preachers were
spreading through the land. Wycliffe, who leaned on the
support of the aristocratic faction and taught that temporal
lords had a right to their property, was not responsible
for the outbreak, and the insurgents did not advance
heretical views3. Yet the spirit of his teaching and the
denunciation of ecclesiastical riches were extended by his
audience, not only to the religious, but to the social world
around them. The insurrection brought together all the
elements of disaffection, and furnished a rallying-point ;
for all who were stirred by revolutionary fervour or had
grievances to redress. At Cambridge the bells of St. Mary's
summoned the townsmen to the Guildhall, whence they
made their way to Corpus Christi College; and, after sacking
it, proceeded to burn the University records, crying : " Away
1 Powell, Rising in East Anglia, App. 120.                         * Ibid. 6.
8 This seems now established: Trevelyan, England in the Age of Wycliffe,
199-200 ; Petit-Dutaillis, Histoire constitutionnelle, ii. 872. We may com-
pare the Peasants1 War in Germany.